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Christ Church CE Primary School
Spirituality in English
At Christ Church we recognise that developing and nurturing spirituality enables our children to be happy, feel safe, accepted, loved and to flourish and succeed – thus living life in all its fullness.
Spirituality is an ongoing reflective journey.

For our children it is about developing:

· A sense of awe and wonder.  
· How are children inquisitive in your subject?

· Each unit of English is initiated by a WOW moment- whether this be a mysterious suitcase left in the classroom or a letter arriving in the post asking for help or mysterious yellow footsteps in the snow! These are created as ways to engage the children and prompt them to ask questions- they want to know Why? What? Who? Why? When? 

· How do we nurture this natural curiosity and guide children towards looking at the world and noticing it your subject?
·  As Dr Seuss would say ‘Reading can take you to places you have never been before’. Texts (written and digital) are carefully chosen to provide opportunities for children to learn about the amazing world around them.
· How are children encouraged to ask ‘big questions’ about life?

· Drama, text enquiries, class discussions are central to our English planning as it is these opportunities that promote reflection and allow them to question. At the beginning of each English unit Children are immersed in a WOW moment

· Caring for nature and living things. 
· How do children learn about nature and living things?
· Texts are chosen carefully to engage children in considering what is happening in God’s Special Creation for example persuasive letters to highlight pollution in the seas. These texts create curiosity 

· How are children encouraged to protect our world?
Through developing their ‘voice’, children are taught how to develop their persuasive language (both spoken and written) and are encouraged to use these skills for real life purposes- writing to the dairy (supplier) of school milk about problems caused by single use cartons and straws.

· Love.

Overall, in English we give children opportunities to:

· Develop their own system of beliefs?

· Reflect on the world around them and show a sense of awe and wonder?  You can always find magic in your texts.  
· Reflect on the situations of others?

· Through listening to and reading diverse stories as part of our key texts and Whole Class Reading, children are encouraged to empathise with characters and situations. For - The Arrival by Shaun Tan (studied in Year 6) a wordless picture book tells the story of immigrants arriving in a hypothetical City and the discrimination they faced. Discussing and reflecting on these types of texts is a window into understanding others people’s lives.     

· Experience a range of stories, music, art, drama and dance?

· Examples: 

Remember at Christ Church we use a Windows Mirrors and Doors approach.

Windows
Allow us to look out – ‘wow’s’ and ‘ow’s’ and learn about ‘life in all its fullness’.

Mirrors
Allow us to reflect / ask questions / learn about life

Doors
Allow us to respond / react / at upon / make choices.  This can be expressed through music, art, drama, dance, social action / acts of giving.  Are children enabled to put into action what they believe and value.
