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Christ Church CE Primary School
Spirituality in History
At Christ Church we recognise that developing and nurturing spirituality enables our children to be happy, feel safe, accepted, loved and to flourish and succeed – thus living life in all its fullness.
Spirituality is an ongoing reflective journey.

For our children it is about developing:

A sense of awe and wonder  

At our school, History provides rich opportunities for children to develop a sense of awe and wonder as they explore human achievement, courage, and creativity across time. Lessons are designed to inspire curiosity, reflection, and respect for the past, while encouraging children to ask big questions about life, humanity, and the world around them.

Children experience awe when discovering the extraordinary accomplishments of people throughout history. For example, when learning about the invention of flight, pupils are fascinated by the courage, imagination, and determination of Amelia Earhart and other early aviators who turned dreams into reality. They reflect on the wonder of human innovation and discuss how flight has transformed the way people connect with and care for one another around the world.

Our study of the local area and how Colne has changed helps children develop awe and respect for the place they live. They explore how the town has evolved over time, how people have worked together to build a caring community, and how local landmarks, industries, and inventions tell stories of hard work and hope. Children are encouraged to notice the beauty in the everyday – both the natural and man-made – and to feel pride and gratitude for the people who shaped the community they are part of today.

Through learning about significant individuals such as Walter Tull, pupils develop a deep sense of wonder at human courage, resilience, and love. They learn how Walter overcame prejudice and hardship to serve others and how his compassion and fairness continue to inspire future generations. Children are encouraged to ask questions about justice, equality, and kindness – exploring how love and courage can shape lives and communities for the better.

When exploring crime and punishment through the ages, children are encouraged to ask “big questions” about morality, justice, and forgiveness. They reflect on how societies have changed over time – moving from cruelty and harshness to fairness and compassion – and how love and understanding can lead to a more just world. This helps children develop empathy and moral awareness, linking historical learning with Christian values of love, forgiveness, and reconciliation.

Throughout all History learning, children are encouraged to be inquisitive learners who explore, question, and wonder. They handle artefacts, examine evidence, and learn to ask thoughtful questions such as “How do we know?” and “Why did people make those choices?” Teachers nurture children’s natural curiosity through storytelling, outdoor exploration, drama, and creative activities that bring the past vividly to life through: 
· Exploring significant historical events and figures that have shaped the world, inspiring amazement at human achievements and resilience.

· Encouraging children to reflect on the vastness of time and how life has changed over centuries.

· Using storytelling, drama, and artefacts to bring history to life, creating moments of excitement and engagement.

· Encouraging reflection on moral and ethical dilemmas faced by historical figures, fostering deeper thinking about right and wrong.

How are children encouraged to ask ‘big questions’ about life?
Our key enquiries are, by their very nature, based on asking questions about what has gone before. Our approach is based on starting where the children are: a local focus, leading into an area of British History and then looking at significant induvial or worldwide civilisations. This enables the children to make connections between past and present; to see how history continues to influence their lives today.  that have had an impact on our lives today. For example, when exploring crime and punishment through the ages in Year five children are encouraged to ask “big questions” about morality, justice, and forgiveness. They reflect on how societies have changed over time – moving from cruelty and harshness to fairness and compassion – and how love and understanding can lead to a more just world. This helps children develop empathy and moral awareness, linking historical learning with Christian values of love, forgiveness, and reconciliation.

How do children learn about nature and living things?
In History, we are teaching the children to look at how humans have impacted on the world around them; both natural and man-made. Making connections between past and present, helping children to see how history continues to influence their lives today. For example, when studying Ancient Civilisations such as the Ancient Egyptians and the Mayans we explore how ancient people showed love and respect for family and community, for example through burial customs, art, and daily life. The study of such civilisations captures children’s imaginations as they uncover the mysteries of the past. Pupils experience wonder as they explore the achievements of these early societies – from the building of the pyramids to the study of stars and nature. These topics encourage children to think about humanity’s search for meaning, creativity, and connection to the natural world. 

Children are guided to consider how people in the past respected and depended on nature, showing reverence for living things and the environment around them.

By encountering both natural and man-made wonders – from ancient Mayan temples and local landmarks; Colne Christ Church War Memorial to inventions that changed the world – children develop a sense of respect and gratitude for the beauty, creativity, and resilience of humanity. 

How are children encouraged to protect our world? 

History helps them see the connections between people, places, and the environment, fostering care for our world and an understanding that love and curiosity can inspire positive change.

Love: How are children taught to care for friends and family / the community through History? 

In History, children are encouraged to recognise how love, care, and compassion have shaped the lives of individuals and communities throughout time. Historical learning helps pupils understand that love can be shown through kindness, service, courage, and a desire to make the world a fairer and more peaceful place.

Through studying significant individuals such as Walter Tull, children explore how love for others can inspire acts of bravery and justice. They learn how Walter’s compassion and determination helped him overcome prejudice and serve his country with dignity and courage. This inspires pupils to reflect on how they can show love through fairness, respect, and standing up for what is right in their own lives.

When exploring local history and how Colne has changed, pupils consider how people in their community have shown love and care for one another through time. They learn about how towns grow and change because of the dedication, cooperation, and kindness of local people. This helps children to see that love can be expressed through community spirit, service, and pride in where they live.

The study of the invention of flight also inspires wonder at how love can motivate human progress. Pupils explore how the Wright brothers’ shared passion, support for one another, and belief in their dream led to an invention that has connected families and communities across the world. This helps children appreciate how love, perseverance, and teamwork can lead to incredible achievements that benefit others.

In crime and punishment through the ages, children explore how society’s understanding of love and compassion has developed over time. They discuss how justice systems have changed from harsh and cruel methods to more caring and restorative approaches. Pupils are encouraged to reflect on the importance of forgiveness and empathy – understanding that true justice must be rooted in love.

Across all History learning, children are given opportunities to ask “big questions” about what motivates people to care for others, how love can inspire change, and what we can learn from those who acted out of compassion in the past. Teachers encourage empathy through storytelling, role play, and discussion, helping pupils connect emotionally with the experiences of others and understand how love can influence both individual actions and historical change.

By exploring stories of service, community, and care, children are inspired to act with kindness and love in their own lives, both within school and beyond.

History gives children opportunities to:

· Express their personal beliefs and compare views with others? (through discussion and stories)

· Develop their own system of beliefs through reflecting on the world around them and showing a sense of awe and wonder  
· Reflect on the situations of others through finding out about the diverse lives of those who shaped history, children are encouraged to empathise with these individuals and communities and situations. Discussing and reflecting on these experienced and events is a window into understanding others people’s lives.     

At Christ Church we use a Windows Mirrors and Doors approach.

Windows
Allow us to look out – ‘wow’s’ and ‘ow’s’ and learn about ‘life in all its fullness’.

Mirrors
Allow us to reflect / ask questions / learn about life

Doors
Allow us to respond / react / at upon / make choices.  This can be expressed through music, art, drama, dance, social action / acts of giving.  Are children enabled to put into action what they believe and value.
