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Christ Church CE Primary School
Spirituality in Music
At Christ Church we recognise that developing and nurturing spirituality enables our children to be happy, feel safe, accepted, loved and to flourish and succeed – thus living life in all its fullness.
Spirituality is an ongoing reflective journey.

For our children it is about developing:

· A sense of awe and wonder. 
· How are children inquisitive in your subject?

· When composing, the children are encouraged to ask, What if…?’

· The children ask questions about the pieces of music they hear.

· How do we nurture this natural curiosity and guide children towards looking at the world and noticing it your subject?

·  We share a wide variety of music with the children, encouraging them to listen to pieces and styles that they would not otherwise choose to access themselves.

· How does your curriculum help children look at natural and man-made delights?

·  The children have the opportunity to watch videos of orchestral performances that create a sense of awe and wonder.

·  The children have the chance to explore and play a variety of instruments across the years.

· How are children encouraged to ask ‘big questions’ about life?

·  Whole class discussions encourage the children to ask ‘Why’ and ‘How’ questions, to help them to consider the inspiration and motivation behind a musician’s choices.

· Caring for nature and living things.  
· How do children learn about nature and living things?
·  The children listen to pieces inspired by the natural world, e.g. The Carnival of the Animals and The Planets.
·  The children sing hymns that celebrate the whole of God’s creation.
· How are children encouraged to protect our world?
·  The children sing hymns relating to the beauty of God’s world and everyone in it. This helps them to appreciate the importance of everything and encourages them to protect and care for it.
·  The children learn respect for others through sharing a variety of music styles with influences from different cultures and backgrounds.
· Love.  
· How are children taught to care for friends and family / the community through your subject?
·  The children learn about the themes of love, respect, friendship, relationships and feelings through listening to and singing a variety of songs and hymns.
·  The children learn to listen to the ideas and opinions of others with regards to music and to respectfully disagree where their ideas or opinions may differ from those of others, recognising that this is perfectly acceptable, as long as approached in a respectful manner.

Overall, in music we give children opportunities to:

· Express our personal beliefs and compare views with others? (through discussion and stories)

·  Yes, children frequently express their own views about pieces of music. 

·  The children learn to listen to the ideas and opinions of others with regards to music and to respectfully disagree where their ideas or opinions may differ from those of others, recognising that this is perfectly acceptable, as long as approached in a respectful manner.
· Through singing hymns, children who follow the Christian faith are enabled to express their beliefs through action.
· Develop their own system of beliefs?

· Children are free to express their own ideas and opinions about what they see and hear in music lessons. Through listening to the ideas and opinions of others, they can reflect and build upon their own system of beliefs.
· Reflect on the world around them and show a sense of awe and wonder?
· In all lessons. The children are introduced to music from around the world and encouraged to find joy in new experiences.
· Reflect on the situations of others?

· Through listening and responding to the music of others, the children are encouraged to consider the ‘story behind’ particular pieces of music.
· Experience a range of stories, music, art, drama and dance?

·  Music certainly. 

·  In some lessons, children are encouraged to respond to music with images or their own pre-notation representation of notes.

·  Children share and discuss the lyrics of different pieces, considering the meaning of these as well as the composer’s ‘story’ that lies behind them.

· Children sometimes use movement (dance) when finding the pulse of a piece of music.

Remember at Christ Church we use a Windows Mirrors and Doors approach.

Windows
Allow us to look out – ‘wow’s’ and ‘ow’s’ and learn about ‘life in all its fullness’.

Mirrors
Allow us to reflect / ask questions / learn about life

Doors
Allow us to respond / react / at upon / make choices.  This can be expressed through music, art, drama, dance, social action / acts of giving.  Are children enabled to put into action what they believe and value.
