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Christ Church CE Primary School
Spirituality in Religious Education
At Christ Church we recognise that developing and nurturing spirituality enables our children to be happy, feel safe, accepted, loved and to flourish and succeed – thus living life in all its fullness.
Spirituality is an ongoing reflective journey.

For our children it is about developing:

· A sense of awe and wonder. 
· How are children inquisitive in your subject?

· After listening to other speak, they reflect on and question their own beliefs.

· They ask big questions about how and why things are the way they are.
· They ask questions to find out about how and why other people worship in the way that they do.
· Children respond to various stimuli, e.g. photographs and videos by asking questions to find out more.

· How do we nurture this natural curiosity and guide children towards looking at the world and noticing it your subject?

· We ask open questions to encourage the children to consider their own answers.

· We encourage children to question what they do not understand.
· We show the children photographs, objects/artefacts and videos to stimulate discussion and to encourage the children to ask questions.
· How does your curriculum help children look at natural and man-made delights?

· During the creation unit in Year 1, children go on a walk to notice all the ‘small things’ we can easily miss in God’s creation.
· During the church unit in Year 4, children visit different churches to draw comparisons between different religious buildings.
· Where we are unable to see things in ‘real-life’ we use photographs, videos and artefacts to enable the children to still have sight of natural and man-made delights.
· In Year 6, children encounter a seder plate and come to identify the significance of the different foods on it.
· How are children encouraged to ask ‘big questions’ about life?

· We discuss Bible passages and then encourage children to relate these to their own lives and experiences.
· We ask open-ended questions, which encourage the children to think and then respond with their own ideas or ask further ‘Big Questions’.

· We value curiosity.

· We encourage respect for different opinions and ideas.

· We explain that not all questions have a definitive answer, which encourages the children to share what they would like to know, even when there may not be an answer to give/find.

· Caring for nature and living things.  
· How do children learn about nature and living things?
· We look at the origin of food during harvest and recognise those who work hard to provide us with the things we need.
· The children are encouraged to ‘look closer’ at our school grounds when on their creation walk in Year 1.

· How are children encouraged to protect our world?
· We discuss with the children situations that are taking place in our world and allow them to decide for themselves when changes need to be made.
· Children are shown images of objects, artefacts and buildings that are important to people belonging to world faiths and are encouraged to see and respect the value of these to others.
· Love.  
· How are children taught to care for friends and family / the community through your subject?
· Children share Bible stories that help them to learn from Jesus’ example.

· Children learn that God made everyone in the world, that God loves everyone and therefore we too should love everyone, including and especially those who are unpleasant towards us.
· In Year 1, the children make Christmas gifts and cards for the elderly and deliver these to them, helping them to understand the importance of giving to others.
· In the Harvest units, children learn to be thankful for what they have whilst considering those who don’t have enough to eat.
Overall, in RE we give children opportunities to:

· Express our personal beliefs and compare views with others? (through discussion and stories)

· We regularly ask the children to reflect on and respond to what they have learnt.
· In class discussions we encourage children to share their ideas, listen to those of others and to question what they don’t understand.

· We make explicit comparisons within and between religions, drawing attention to similarities and differences.

· We use a variety of resources to prompt thought and discussion.
· Develop their own system of beliefs?

· Yes. We introduce the content to the children and then encourage them to reflect on what they have heard, to ask questions, to listen to others and to then form their own beliefs in response to this.
· We teach the children what Christians, people of world faiths and people who follow other world ideas believe and ask the children to think about and respond to these to help them to form their own beliefs and ideas.
· Reflect on the world around them and show a sense of awe and wonder?
· We carefully choose resources that will stimulate discussion and help the children to see the beauty of God’s world in all its fullness.
· We share the ows as well as the wows, to enable the children to appreciate the world in its entirety.
· Reflect on the situations of others?

· For Epiphany (The Feast of the Kings in Western Europe):

Children made galettes des rois to experience food eaten by French people at this time.

· The children made a web call to children in Spain to find out about the Day of the Kings. They learnt that the Spanish children enjoyed this festival even more than Christmas.
· The children watch videos to help them to experience a variety of events when it is not possible to experience these ‘first hand’.
· The children respond to stories that introduce them to the situations of others. They learn to empathise with the experiences of others.
· Experience a range of stories, music, art, drama and dance?

· We share Bible stories, along with stories that can be used to prompt further discussion. We also share stories from around the world that relate to the Bible passages we have read.
· In some units we look at the lyrics of hymns and unpick these.
· We look at and discuss artwork as a means of religious expression, e.g. to recognise how Christmas and Easter are celebrated around the world. We use artwork as inspiration for our own artwork.
· We use drama to help us to explore and respond to Bible passages, helping us see different points of view and to empathise with others.

Remember at Christ Church we use a Windows Mirrors and Doors approach.

Windows
Allow us to look out – ‘wow’s’ and ‘ow’s’ and learn about ‘life in all its fullness’.

Mirrors
Allow us to reflect / ask questions / learn about life

Doors
Allow us to respond / react / at upon / make choices.  This can be expressed through music, art, drama, dance, social action / acts of giving.  Are children enabled to put into action what they believe and value.
